OT XXI (A) Sunday > Homily ~ August 23, 2026

Today we could call this Sunday “Power Sunday.” The readings speak to us about authority -
where it comes from, how it should be exercised, and for whose sake it is given.

In the first reading, God removes Shebna, an unfaithful official, and gives his responsibility to
Eliakim. The message is clear: authority is not a personal possession; it is a responsibility entrusted
by God for the good of others.

St. Paul reminds us: “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!” Everything
comes from Him. Human authority, whether in society or in the Church, is meant to serve God’s
purposes and the dignity of His people.

Then Jesus asks His disciples: “But who do you say that [ am?”

This question is for every one of us. Who is Jesus for me? Is He simply a good teacher or someone
I turn to only when I have problems? Or can [ truly say with Peter:

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Peter’s answer is the heart of our faith. Jesus is not merely someone we admire. He is our Lord
and Savior.

Jesus then tells Peter: “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church.” He gives Peter
the keys of the Kingdom and entrusts him with a special responsibility. This reminds us that Christ
established His Church as a visible community with spiritual leadership and authority, continued
through the Pope, bishops, and priests.

But Christian authority is never about power for oneself. It is authority for service.

The world often sees authority as control over others. Jesus gives us a different vision: true
authority means serving, protecting, guiding, forgiving, and helping others come closer to God.

This applies to all of us. Parents, teachers, employers, community leaders, and anyone entrusted
with responsibility should ask:

Do I use my authority to serve or to control? To build people up or to put them down? For the
good of others or for my own recognition?

Shebna reminds us that authority without humility can destroy. Eliakim reminds us that authority
exercised faithfully can become a blessing.

But there is an even deeper question: If Jesus is truly my Lord, have I surrendered my life to Him?



It is easy to say, “Jesus is my Lord,” but our lives must also say it. If Jesus is truly Lord, then He
should have authority over our families, relationships, work, finances, decisions, words, priorities,
and future.

Sometimes we want Jesus to be our Savior, but we do not want Him to be our Lord. We want His
blessings, but not always His commandments. We want His guidance, but still want to remain in
control.

Today Jesus invites us to surrender - not because surrender makes us weak, but because we trust
the One who knows us better than we know ourselves.

When we surrender to Jesus, He teaches us to love with agape love - to forgive when it is difficult,
show mercy instead of anger, choose humility instead of pride, and serve instead of seeking our
own interests.

We encounter Jesus through Sacred Scripture, prayer, and especially the Holy Eucharist. At every
Mass, we bring our joys, struggles, families, wounds, and hopes to the altar and unite them with
Christ. When we receive Holy Communion, we receive Christ Himself, who wants to transform
our hearts and make us more like Him.

Then we take Christ into the world. Perhaps someone in our family needs our forgiveness. A
coworker needs our patience. A neighbor needs our help. Someone who has hurt us may need not
our revenge, but our mercy.

If Jesus is truly our Lord, His love must become visible through us.

My brothers and sisters, the Gospel gives us two invitations today:

First: Know who Jesus is.
Peter says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Second: Allow Jesus to be Lord of your life.
Do not give Him only Sunday morning. Give Him your whole life.
Whatever authority or responsibility we have received is a gift from God, and one day we will give

an account of how we used it. May we never seek authority for pride or status, but receive it as an
opportunity to serve.



