OT XX (A) Sunday > Homily ~ August 16, 2026

Today’s readings give us a beautiful and
challenging message: God’s love and salvation
are for all people. In the first reading, God says
through the prophet Isaiah, “My house shall be
called a house of prayer for all peoples.” God’s
heart 1s not limited by race, nationality, language,
social status, or background. Every human being
1s precious 1n His eyes.

This truth 1s powerfully demonstrated in today’s
Gospel. A Canaanite woman comes to Jesus
because her daughter 1s suffering. She 1s a
Gentile, an outsider, yet she approaches Jesus
with great faith and humility. She cries out,
“Lord, help me.”

At first, Jesus seems not to respond. But she does
not walk away. She continues to plead with Him.
Finally, Jesus says to her, “O woman, great is

your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
And her daughter 1s healed.

What a beautiful example of persevering faith!



Sometimes we also pray, and 1t seems that God 1s
silent. We pray for healing, for our children, for
our families, for peace, for our problems - and
nothing seems to change. At those moments, we

may become discouraged and ask, “Where 1s
God?”

Today’s Gospel tells us: Do not give up. Keep
praying. Keep trusting. God may not always give
us exactly what we ask for, or exactly when we
want 1t. But God always knows what is truly best
for us. Our task 1s to place our needs into His
loving hands and say, “Lord, help me. I trust
You.”

There 1s another important message in today’s
readings. We must tear down the walls that
separate us from others. The Canaanite woman
reminds us that we should never decide that
someone is unworthy of God’s love. Sometimes
we build walls because of race, culture, language,
social status, political differences, or even old
hurts and prejudices.



But God says, “My house shall be called a house
of prayer for all peoples.”

If God welcomes everyone, we must learn to
welcome everyone. If God 1s merciful to us, we
must be merciful to others. If God does not give
up on us, we should not give up on one another.

My brothers and sisters, let us carry two things
from today’s Gospel: the faith to persevere and
the heart to welcome. Let us become people who
continue to pray even when the answer seems
delayed, and people who build bridges instead of
walls.

May our prayer today be simple: “Lord, increase
our faith, remove the walls from our hearts, and
make our parish truly a house of prayer for all
peoples.”



