OT XVII (A) Sunday > Homily ~ July 26, 2026.

Today's readings invite us to ask a simple but profound question: What is the greatest treasure in
my life?

Many people spend their lives searching for wealth, success, recognition, or comfort. These things
have their place, but they do not last forever. Jesus reminds us today that the Kingdom of God is
like a hidden treasure in a field or a pearl of great price. When someone discovers it, everything
else becomes secondary. Nothing compares to it.

The first reading gives us the example of young King Solomon. When God invited him to ask for
anything, Solomon did not ask for riches, power, or a long life. He asked for wisdom - an
understanding heart to know and do God's will. Solomon understood that a life guided by God is
the greatest treasure anyone can possess.

St. Paul, in the second reading, reassures us that "all things work for good for those who love God."
Even our struggles, disappointments, and sufferings can become blessings when we place our trust
in the Lord. When God is our treasure, nothing in life is wasted.

The Gospel challenges us to examine our priorities. What are we willing to sacrifice for the
Kingdom of God? We often invest so much energy in things that pass away, yet neglect the one
relationship that gives lasting joy - our relationship with Jesus Christ. To know Him, to love Him,
and to follow Him is the pearl of great price.

How do we protect this treasure? We do it in simple, faithful ways: by speaking with God every
day in prayer, listening to His Word in Scripture, seeking His mercy in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, participating wholeheartedly in the Holy Mass, and receiving Him worthily in
Holy Communion. These are not just religious practices; they are the ways we keep our friendship
with Christ alive.

As we celebrate this Eucharist, let us ask ourselves: What is the treasure of my heart? May we
have the wisdom of Solomon to choose God above everything else. For when Christ becomes our
greatest treasure, we discover a joy that the world cannot give and cannot take away.

May the Lord grant us wise hearts, faithful hearts, and hearts that always seek the pearl of great
price - His Kingdom.



