OT XVI (A) Sunday > Homily ~ July 19, 2026.

Today's readings reveal to us the heart of God - a God who is patient, merciful, and
always hopeful. In a world where we often want quick solutions and instant justice,
God teaches us the virtue of patience.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the wheat and the weeds. The servants are
eager to pull out the weeds immediately, but the master says, "Let them grow
together until the harvest.” Why? Because pulling out the weeds too soon might also
uproot the wheat. God's wisdom is greater than ours. He sees what we cannot see.
He knows that hearts can change and lives can be transformed.

The first reading from the Book of Wisdom reminds us that God's power is shown
not by punishment but by mercy. His strength is expressed in patience. St. Paul, in
the second reading, assures us that even in our weakness, the Holy Spirit helps us
and prays within us. God never gives up on us.

This message is not only about how God treats others - it is also about how He treats
each one of us. If we are honest, there have been moments when we ourselves have
been more like weeds than wheat. Yet God did not reject us. He waited for us,
forgave us, and gave us another chance. The patience God has shown us is the same
patience He asks us to extend to others.

In our families, our parish, and our community, there may be people who disappoint
us or seem far from God. Our first reaction may be to judge, criticize, or give up on
them. But Jesus invites us instead to pray for them, encourage them, and lead them
by the witness of our own lives. A life of kindness, forgiveness, charity, and humble
service often speaks more powerfully than words.

At the same time, the Gospel also asks each of us: Am I growing as good wheat in
God's field? Every day is an opportunity to grow in faith, deepen our relationship
with Christ, and bear fruit through love and service. The more we grow in holiness,
the more we become instruments through whom God can transform the "weeds"
around us.

As we celebrate this Eucharist, let us thank God for His endless patience with us.
Let us ask for the grace to be patient with ourselves and with others, trusting that
God is still at work in every human heart. May we leave the final judgment to Him
and dedicate ourselves to growing as faithful wheat, bringing hope, mercy, and love
to everyone we meet.



