OT XV (A) Sunday > Homily ~ July 12, 2026.

Today's readings invite us to reflect on one simple but powerful question: What kind of soil is my
heart?

In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah assures us that God's Word is like the rain and the snow.
They never fall to the earth without giving it life. In the same way, God's Word never returns to
Him empty. It always has the power to transform lives, even when we do not immediately see the
results.

St. Paul, in the second reading, reminds us that growth often comes through patience and
perseverance. Just as a seed must be buried before it bears fruit, our struggles, sacrifices, and
moments of waiting are not meaningless. God is quietly at work, preparing a rich harvest in His
own time.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us the familiar Parable of the Sower. The seed is always good - it is God's
Word. The difference lies in the soil. Some hearts are hardened by pride or indifference. Others
receive the Word with enthusiasm but give up when difficulties arise. Some allow worries, worldly
ambitions, and distractions to choke the seed. But the good soil receives the Word, treasures it,
and allows it to bear abundant fruit.

This parable invites each of us not to ask, "Is God's Word powerful?" but rather, "Am I allowing
God's Word to change me?"

Every time we come to Mass, we hear the Scriptures proclaimed. Every day we have the
opportunity to read the Bible. But simply hearing God's Word is not enough. We are called to live
it. The Word becomes fruitful when it shapes our thoughts, our decisions, our relationships, and
our way of loving others.

To become good soil, we must regularly remove the weeds from our hearts - resentment, jealousy,
fear, sinful habits, excessive worries, and anything that keeps us away from God. We keep our
hearts fertile through daily prayer, sincere repentance, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and above
all, by receiving Jesus worthily in the Holy Eucharist.

Finally, today's Gospel also encourages those who proclaim God's Word - parents, teachers,
catechists, priests, and every Christian. Do not be discouraged if you do not see immediate results.
Like the sower, we are called to sow generously. God alone gives the growth, and His Word will
accomplish the purpose for which He sends it.

As we celebrate this Eucharist, let us ask the Lord to soften our hearts, remove every obstacle to
His grace, and make us fertile soil where His Word can grow and bear fruit - not just thirty or
sixtyfold, but a hundredfold - for His glory and for the good of His people.



