
Pentecost Sunday > Homily ~ May 24, 2026. 

Today we celebrate Pentecost - the birthday of 

the Church. The word "Pentecost" literally means 

fiftieth, marking fifty days since the Resurrection 

of Jesus. Long before it became a Christian feast, 

the Jews celebrated Pentecost as a post-harvest 

thanksgiving, later incorporating the 

remembrance of God’s covenants with Noah and 

with Moses at Mount Sinai. 

On that first Christian Pentecost, a transformative 

event shook the world. The Holy Spirit 

descended upon the Apostles and the Blessed 

Virgin Mary as tongues of fire. In an instant, 

frightened men hiding behind locked doors were 

transformed into fiery preachers. Blessed with 

the gift of tongues, they spoke with such passion 

that a diverse crowd heard Saint Peter in their 

own native languages. Empowered by this 

special anointing, the early Christians became 

powerful witnesses and brave martyrs for their 

faith. 



The same Holy Spirit is alive and active in our 

lives today, fulfilling many vital roles: 

 An Indwelling God: He makes us His living 

temples. 

 A Strengthening God: He helps us fight 

temptation and bear witness to Christ. 

 A Sanctifying God: He makes us holy through 

the Sacraments. In Baptism, He makes us 

children of God. In Confirmation, defenders of 

the faith. In Reconciliation, He pardons our sins. 

In the Holy Eucharist, through the Epiclesis, He 

changes bread and wine into the Body, Blood, 

Soul, and Divinity of Jesus to nourish our souls. 

He further sanctifies the community through 

Holy Orders and Matrimony. 

 A Teaching and Guiding God: He guides the 

Magisterium to present Christ's truth correctly. 

 A Listening and Speaking God: He enables our 

prayers and speaks to us through the Bible. 

 A Giver of Gifts: He pours out His fruits and 

charisms to enrich the Church. 

To experience this power, we must permit the 

Holy Spirit to take control of our lives. Let us 



constantly remember His holy presence within us 

and strive to behave well. Let us pray for His 

daily anointing to overcome evil tendencies and 

addictions. Finally, let us seek His assistance to 

pray through the Bible, do good for others, and 

seek daily reconciliation. 

May we leave this Mass today like the Apostles - 

set ablaze with the fire of the Holy Spirit.  

 


