Homily > Good Friday (A) April 3, 2026.

On April 12th, 2004, the cover of, TIME magazine asked, “Why Did Jesus Have to Die?”” The main
reason why Time asked this question was the unprecedented impact of Mel Gibson's film, The Passion
of the Christ, which brought in more than $ 370 million in two months. The film was 126 minutes long,
and at least 100 of those minutes graphically portrayed the torture and death of Jesus.

Today, as we stand at the foot of the Cross, we are confronted with the same question that has echoed
through history: Why did Jesus have to die?

We heard the answer already in the words of the prophet Isaiah: "He was wounded for our
transgressions... by his stripes we are healed." This is not just poetry - it is the mystery we are
gathered to contemplate.

On Good Friday, during the Passion, we take part in that dramatic moment when the crowd cries
out, “Crucify him!” And the Church invites us to recognize something uncomfortable but true: it
is not only the people of long ago who condemned Jesus - it is the weight of all sin, across all time,
including ours, that led Him to the Cross.

But this is not a story of blame. It is a story of love.

As the Gospel of John tells us: “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son... not to condemn
the world, but to save it." The Cross, is not God's anger poured out, it is God's love poured out
completely.

Why did Jesus suffer and die?

First, He died for us - taking upon Himself the burden of our sins. What we could not repair, He
restored.

Second, He gave His life as a ransom - freeing us from the slavery of sin and death.

Third, He showed us the depth of God's love - a love that goes to the very end, holding nothing
back.

Finally, He stands in solidarity with us in our suffering. There is no pain, no rejection, no
darkness we experience that He has not already entered. Because of the Cross, suffering is no
longer meaningless - it can be united with His and become a path to life.

So what does this mean for us today?

First, we are invited to carry our crosses, not with despair, but with trust - knowing that God can bring
redemption even from suffering.

Second, we are called to receive and share this love-to let the Cross soften our hearts, lead us to
repentance, and move us to love others more deeply.

As we venerate the Cross today, we do not see defeat. We see victory - the victory of love over
sin, mercy over judgment, life over death.

Let us be in silence before this mystery... and allow the Crucified Christ to speak to our hearts.



