Homily ~ Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, March 29, 2026.

The Church celebrates this Sunday of Lent as both Palm Sunday and Passion
Sunday. The Church pauses and invites us not just to remember, but to relive the
events that brought about our salvation. What we enter into this week is not only
Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection - but our own call to die to sin and rise with
Him.

Today’s liturgy holds two powerful and contrasting moments: glory and suffering.
We begin with joy - Jesus enters Jerusalem, welcomed as King, with palms and
shouts of “Hosanna!” But very soon, that same crowd turns, and we hear the Passion
- the betrayal, the denial, the suffering, and the Cross.

The question for us is; where am I in this story?

In the Passion, we meet many characters.
Peter, who denies Jesus.

Judas, who betrays Him.

Pilate, who ignores his conscience.

The crowd, who quickly changes sides.

If we are honest, we may find ourselves in each of them at different moments in our
lives.

Palm Sunday challenges us not just to wave palms, but to examine our hearts.

First, let us not cause Jesus to weep over us. Instead, let us repent. Holy Week is a
privileged time to return to God, especially through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Heaven rejoices over one repentant sinner.

Second, are we bearing fruit? God does not want us to be like barren fig trees. He
calls us to produce fruits - love, humility, forgiveness, justice. A faith that does not
bear fruit is a faith that needs renewal.

Third, let us welcome Jesus fully into our lives. It is easy to say “Hosanna” on
Sunday, but will we still stand with Him on Good Friday? Welcoming Jesus means
surrendering every part of our lives to Him.

Finally, let us become like the humble donkey that carried Jesus. The donkey was
simple, unnoticed - but it carried Christ to the world. We too are called to carry Jesus



into our families, workplaces, and communities - not by words alone, but by lives of
love, mercy, and sacrifice.

Dear Ones,

Holy Week is a sacred journey;

a week of remembrance,

a week of repentance,

a week of gratitude,

and a week to deepen our relationship with God.

Let us walk this journey with Jesus - not as spectators, but as faithful disciples - so
that, dying with Him to sin, we may rise with Him to new life.



