Homily ~ Lent V (A) > March 22, 2026.

As we gather on this Fifth Sunday of Lent, the Word of God speaks to us with one powerful
message: death is not the end - if we are truly alive in Christ.

In the first reading, the prophet Ezekiel shares a vision of dry, lifeless bones. Yet God breathes life
into them, and they rise again. This is not just about Israel returning from exile - it is about God’s
power to bring life where there is death.

In the second reading, Saint Paul reminds us that the same Spirit who raised Jesus Christ from the
dead lives in us. That means resurrection is not just something we hope for later - it is something
already at work within us now.

In today’s Gospel from Saint John, we hear the moving story of Lazarus. Jesus stands before a
tomb and cries out, “Lazarus, come out!” And a dead man walks back into life.

This is not just a miracle story. It is a message about us. Because sometimes, even while we are
physically alive, we are spiritually in the tomb. We can be bound by sin - addictions, anger,
jealousy, gossip, fear, or resentment. We can be wrapped in the burial cloths of guilt, despair, or
selfishness.

And today, Jesus stands before each of our lives and says: “Roll away the stone... Come out!” He
calls us by name. He wants to free us. But we must let Him. We must allow Him into the hidden
places of our hearts - the places we keep closed, the areas we don’t want to surrender, maybe even
our finances, our habits, our relationships.

When we come to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, it is not just a ritual - it is that moment when
Jesus calls, “Come out!” And a new life begins.

My dear Ones, this message also reminds us of something we often avoid: we must be ready to
face death at any moment.

We live in a world surrounded by death - in violence, in war, in harmful choices, and even in the
slow destruction, we bring upon ourselves. Yet the real question is not when we will die, but how
we are living right now.

Let us ask ourselves. Are we spiritually alive? Are we in friendship with Christ? Are we ready, if
the Lord calls us today?

Because if we are living in Him, then death is not something to fear - it becomes a doorway to
eternal life. So today, let us ask for this grace: To live each day in a loving relationship with Jesus.
To step out of whatever tomb holds us bound. To trust in the Spirit who gives life.

And when our time comes, may we hear not words of fear, but words of victory:
“Come out... and live forever.”



