Easter VI © [May 25, 2025] ~ Sunday Homily

Today’s readings remind us of a profound truth: the abiding presence of God within His Church
and within each one of us. This presence is not something distant or abstract, but a living reality
that shapes our faith and our daily lives.

In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we see the Holy Spirit guiding the early
Church through a difficult moment - deciding how Gentiles could become part of God’s people.
This Spirit-inspired wisdom helped the apostles to overcome division and grow the Church in
unity and love.

The Psalm prays for all nations to recognize and praise God, reminding us that God’s presence is
meant for everyone, not just a select few. In the second reading, the Book of Revelation shows us
the Church as the New Jerusalem, a city where Jesus reigns in victory and where God dwells
with His people. This is our spiritual home, united in love and hope.

Our Gospel passage from John presents Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit as our Advocate and
Teacher. The Spirit lives within us, offering guidance, peace, and joy even amid life’s
uncertainties and challenges. Jesus promises that the Spirit will instruct us in everything we need,
giving us courage to face the future.

What does this mean for us today?

First, let us be conscious of God’s abiding presence in our hearts. We live in times filled with
uncertainties, conflicts, and temptations. Yet, the Holy Spirit, sent by the risen Lord, is always
with us - encouraging us through Scripture, strengthening us in prayer, and filling us with peace.
To receive these gifts, we must cultivate a daily habit of prayer, listen attentively to God, and
deepen our relationship with Jesus. As we listen to the Spirit, we discern God’s plan for our lives
and find the strength to love others genuinely.

Second, we must remember that we are never alone. In a world where isolation is common, Jesus
offers us true companionship. He replaces our loneliness with His forgiveness, grief with joy,
and fear with hope. By welcoming Jesus into our hearts, we can break free from isolation and
help others do the same. Our unity with Christ is a powerful gift that transforms lives and
communities.

As we celebrate this Eucharist - the sacred meal where Jesus gives Himself to us - let us thank
Him for the gift of the Holy Spirit. May this celebration empower us to live lives filled with the
Spirit’s presence, courage, and love.

Let us go forth in the peace of Christ, confident that He is with us always, guiding us and filling
us with His joy.



